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VIEWS FROM

THE TREE HOUSE
Mary Pope Osborne

Natalie Pope Boyce

We recently caught up with Mary Pope
Osborne, author of Magic Tree House and
Merlin Missions, and Natalie Pope Boyce,
author of the Magic Tree House Fact
Trackers, and asked them a few questions!
Have any ideas in published Magic Tree House
books come from kids?
Mary: Absolutely! Whenever I speak to readers, I ask
them to share their ideas with me—or I have them vote
on ideas that I’m thinking about. Kids have not only
helped me decide where Jack and Annie should go but
they’ve helped by voting on different titles that I’m
considering.
Why do you think kids like narwhals so much?
Natalie: Because they are such unique creatures!
Their tusks are reminiscent of unicorns, which are
very popular with kids of all ages. You don’t expect an
aquatic animal to have a unicorn horn!

AROUND THE WORLD
WITH JACK AND ANNIE!
ARCTIC CIRCLE In Narwhal on a Sunny Night, Jack and Annie are

whisked away to Greenland, the world’s largest island! Although you
would think Greenland is green, it’s actually covered in ice, and is partly
located in the Arctic Circle, along with Alaska, Iceland, Scandinavia,
Canada, and Russia. The Arctic Circle is one of the coldest
regions in the world. On their adventure, Jack and Annie
learn about icebergs, the Inuit people who live in Greenland,
and different Arctic animals, like seals, walrus, reindeer,
and a variety of whales—including narwhals! Jack and
Annie meet a seafarer who helps them save a narwhal.
They realize they’ve traveled to Greenland in the time of
Vikings, and are with Leif Erikson—“the first European
to step onto the North American continent . . . five hundred years
before Christopher Columbus.” (p. 54) Thanks to Jack and Annie’s
book about Greenland, they know that narwhals
can stay underwater for twenty-five minutes and
communicate by using a variety of sounds. What else
do Jack and Annie learn from Leif and the narwhal?
Read Narwhal on a Sunny Night
to find out!

What is your favorite part about the Magic Tree
House stage show tour?
Mary: There are many different Magic Tree House
musicals being done around the country right now.
One of my favorite moments is at the end of
Showtime with Shakespeare, when the whole cast
sings a song called “Thy Life Is a Miracle.”
Out of all of the Fact Trackers you’ve written,
which was the hardest to write, and why?
Natalie: The hardest Fact Trackers to write have been
those that encompassed centuries of history. Several
thousand years of Roman, Chinese, Japanese, or Viking
history are hard to condense!
Does your dog Captain Wilson like the snow?
Does he have a winter wardrobe?
Mary: This will be Captain’s first winter in the north.
He has short hair and is quite skinny,
so he definitely needs a little coat.
In fact, he has three coats. The
Captain loves adventure,
so yes, he enjoys
the snow.
Captain Wilson is
fashionable in his
winter sweater!

HOMETOWN HEROES
Our featured kid-hero Anna Wolcott is from Phoenix, Arizona, and was
nominated by her mom, Heather Wolcott. Anna was inspired to build,
paint, and stock her own Little Free Library as her
Kindergarten Community Service Project. She
chose this project because she loves reading and
wanted to share books with her community so kids
could borrow them and read anytime they want.
Submit your hometown heroes at
HometownHeroStories.com for a chance to be featured
on the website, on social platforms, and in Inside the Tree House!

GAMES AND
PUZZLES!
Connect the Dots
Can you connect the dots to reveal the animal?

GAMES AND PUZZLES!
Arctic Maze

Mush! Jack and Annie are in a dog sled
race through the arctic! Can you
help them make it to the
finish line?
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DO YOU KNOW THESE
ARCTIC ANIMAL FACTS?
Many ICE AGE ANIMALS
were mammals, which
means they regulate their
body temperatures.

POLAR BEARS have strong shoulders,
big feet, and powerful front legs. Male
bears often weigh over a thousand
pounds.

PENGUINS’
bodies are
perfect for
speeding through
the water. Their
webbed feet push
the water aside
as they swim, and
they use their stiff,
pointed tails as
rudders for steering.

A NARWHAL’S tusk isn’t a horn. It’s
a long spiral tooth that grows from
its jaw through its upper lip.

Track more facts in these books!

MERLIN’S
WIZARD
ZONE
Crack the code and enter Merlin’s Wizard Zone!

JOIN TODAY

Solve the puzzle, then go to WizardZoneCode.com and enter
Merlin’s secret code. Get it right to unlock his magical chest and
receive a special treasure he put there for you. The treasure will
disappear, so don’t delay!
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Play Games and Win Prizes,
Earn Reading Rewards, and More!
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THEATER EVENTS!
FIND A SHOW NEAR YOU!

Austin, TX 1/12–1/14
Orange, TX 1/16
Des Moines, IA
1/23–1/25
Dallas, TX 1/30–1/31
Appleton, WI 2/14

Madison, WI 2/18
Whitewater, WI 2/19
Fort Collins, CO 2/22
Lone Tree, CO 2/25
Billings, MT 2/28

Olympia, WA
3/16–3/19
Bellevue, WA
3/23–3/24
Everett, WA
3/25–3/26
Tacoma, WA 3/27

Showtime with Shakespeare:
A Magic Tree House
Adventure, based on Stage
Fright on a Summer Night,
follows Jack and Annie as
they travel to
Shakespearean England.
Check
MTHClassroomAdventures.org
/MTH-Stage
for more information!

Script and lyrics written by Jenny Laird and Will Osborne, with music and lyrics by Randy Courts.

Ask your parent to help you sign up at

MTHKidsAdventureClub.com

EDUCATORS
Sign up
for free, downloadable classroom
materials at:
www.magictreehouse.com
/teachers/
Perform a MTH musical
with a free mini musical download
from Music Theatre International:
mtishows.com/magic-treehouse
Mary’s Classroom
Adventures Program
is Mary’s Gift of Time to teachers,
providing free resources to help
teachers use MTH fiction and
nonfiction books across the
curriculum. Learn more at:
MTHClassroomAdventures.org

ANSWERS
FRONT COVER

HAVE A LLAMA FUN THIS SUMMER!

Meet some llamas and
climb Machu Picchu with
Jack and Annie!
And track the facts about llamas in the
Fact Tracker!

ARCTIC MAZE

AVAILABLE
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CONNECT THE DOTS
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Where do penguins
go to watch movies?

