
Much has been written about boys and literacy,
and national attention has been given to many studies
where the findings confirm that young males lag behind
their female counterparts in reading. In fact, eighth grade
boys are 50% more likely to be
held back than girls. Educators,
librarians, researchers and parents
are concerned about the future
reading habits of our nation’s boys.
So is Jon Scieszka, National
Ambassador of Literature for
Young People. But instead of
being intimidated by these
statistics, Scieszka decided to do
some research of his own. He went
out and talked to boys. What did
he discover? That boys do read but
maybe not enough and not exactly
what the teacher assigned.

These conversations led Jon
Scieszka, bestselling author of
The Stinky Cheese Man, The
Timewarp Trio, and the
Trucktown Series, to begin the
national literacy initiative GUYS
READ. His mission is clear—he
wants to entice guys of all ages to
become readers by letting them
choose what they want to read
and expanding the traditional def-
inition of reading to now include:
nonfiction, comics, comic strips,
graphic novels, humor, magazines,
newspapers, and online text. In
addition, the goal of this project is
to provide boys with role models
for reading at home and at school
and to encourage boys to recom-
mend books to other boys.

As GUYS READ evolves, boys continue to contribute
their ideas of what reading is to them. For many, audio-
books are seen as an appealing, alternative format to
printed books. Because audiobooks provide a favorable
option for boys, the GUYS READ literacy project is
expanding to include GUYS LISTEN. The mission of
GUYS LISTEN is to promote literacy by focusing on the
art of listening. Allowing guys to “plug in” to experience
great stories will motivate them to enjoy novels and liter-

ature they may have been unwilling to try out before.
Audiobooks are an ideal medium for all boys, whether
they are reluctant readers or voracious ones, especially the
30% of guys who are auditory learners.

Enticing boys to tune into
a fictional story or nonfiction
work is at the heart of the GUYS
LISTEN project. For some,
choosing to listen to an audiobook
rather than flipping through book
pages will be more interesting,
more rewarding, and even more
educational. Audiobooks make
guys focus on listening, which
strengthens their processing
of auditory information and
lengthens their attention spans.
Plus, audiobooks provide good
reading role models and through
this model of fluid phrasing and
cadence, guys will be assisted in
their comprehension. Supporting
listening as a valid educational
experience can help move guys
down a path where literacy and
achievement will come together
to bridge the gender gap that
currently exists in reading.

GUYS LISTEN will build on
the successful foundation of
GUYS READ. Through the Guys
Listen site, www.guyslisten.com,
boys of all ages will have a place
to share their favorite audiobooks
and explore new possibilities
in the world of listening. Most
importantly, guys will be

encouraged to take risks by embracing both written
words and spoken words. And that’s what this is all
about…motivating guys to be curious about words,
books, and life.

Rose Brock
Library Media Specialist
Coppell Middle School West
Coppell, Texas

������ Do Guys Listen?!?  You Bet They Do! ������

Listening Library joins Jon Scieszka, National Ambassador of Literature for Young People, 
in his mission to motivate guys to become readers. His successful literacy initiative 

GUYS READ now includes an important element, GUYS LISTEN.
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“One of the best things we can do to
help boys read is to expand the defini-
tion of ‘reading’. Audiobooks are an
exciting way to do just that. The boys
I hear from are interested in non-
fiction, graphic novels, humor, and
different ways of collecting new infor-
mation. Audiobooks can fit boys’
wide range of subject interests and
their love of different technologies.”

—Jon Scieszka

GuysListen.com launches this summer!
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FEED
BY M. T. ANDERSON • 978-0-8072-1773-3

Imagine a world where in the future,
television and computers are connected
directly into the brain at infancy. Imagine a
world where everything you know has been
fed into your mind and where the desire for
products and services remain a constant, yet
thinking for yourself simply isn’t conceivable.
Imagine a world where one girl’s uncanny
ability to think for herself could make all the
difference for one boy. Listeners who enter
M. T. Anderson’s chilling story of FEED will
find a world which is shocking yet eerily
familiar. Laced with bitterly funny details,
Anderson’s satire offers older guys a chance
to examine the more sinister possibilities of a
media and corporate dominated culture. 

ELIJAH OF BUXTON
BY CHRISTOPHER PAUL CURTIS • 978-0-7393-6415-4

In Christopher Paul Curtis’s ELIJAH OF
BUXTON, 11-year-old Elijah is the first
child born into freedom in Buxton, Canada,
a settlement of runaway slaves just over the
border from Detroit. When his friend is
robbed of the money he had saved to buy his
family out of captivity in the South, Elijah
embarks a dangerous journey—one where he
discovers the price his parents paid during
their former life in captivity. If Elijah can
find the courage to make it back home, his
understanding of the gift of freedom will be
forever embedded in his heart and soul.
Lucky listeners will discover that the story is
infused with humor and suspense.  ELIJAH
OF BUXTON will appeal to boys of all ages.

INKHEART
BY CORNELIA FUNKE

978-0-8072-2010-8  
When a great story is

read aloud, the book
springs to life and the
characters leap off the
page.  Can you imagine
it? Does it seem possible?
In INKHEART, the first
book in the Inkworld
trilogy by Cornelia
Funke, we meet 12-year-
old Meggie, for whom the
impossible becomes a reality

when her father reads aloud
from a book entitled, Inkheart,

and an evil ruler named Capricorn
escapes the boundaries of fiction,

landing instead in their living room.
Suddenly, Meggie is living the adventures she
thought were only possible on the pages of
the stories and fairy tales she loves.
Dangerous secrets, threats of evil deeds, and
the triumph of courage and creativity make
INKHEART one story boys will delight in
hearing over and over again. 

JOEY PIGZA SWALLOWED THE KEY 
WRITTEN AND READ BY JACK GANTOS
978-0-8072-2003-0

Meet Joey Pigza—a boy who is wired.
REALLY WIRED.  He suffers from severe
attention deficit disorder and his prescription
“meds” are no match for his mood swings.
One minute he’s following his teacher’s
directions, the next, he’s wreaking havoc on
the class, and then he’s out in the hallway as
part of a time-out punishment. When things
go from bad to worse, Joey is sent to a special
school, where he eventually gets the help he
needs to regain control of himself. Guys may
easily relate to Joey’s predicament and
find that Joey’s wild escapades and off-the-
wall antics ring true to their own experiences
or those of their friends who struggle with a
similar condition.

HEAT BY MIKE LUPICA • 978-0-3072-8598-0
For Michael Arroyo, a 13-year-old

Cuban-American, baseball is life, and when
he’s playing, life is good. Pitching in the
Little League World Series has always been
his dream—but now that his father has
passed away, life has gotten far more difficult.
He’s on the run from social services and
when an opposing team’s coach questions his
age, Michael is left trying to prove his eligi-
bility. With action packed scenes and dia-
logue that crackles, Mike Lupica’s HEAT
will resonate with any boy who dreams of
playing to win.  Listeners will cheer as
Michael finally overcomes all and steps up to
the pitcher’s mound at Yankee Stadium.  

STINK: THE INCREDIBLE SHRINKING KID
BY MEGAN MCDONALD • 978-0-3072-0669-5

It’s tough being the shortest kid in 
second grade. It’s even tougher when you
realize that you are a quarter inch shorter
than you were the night before. For Stink
Moody, brother of sometimes infamous Judy
Moody, it’s a recipe for disaster until he 
realizes that some of the best things in life
come in small packages.  Filled with an 
abundance of funny puns and a story that
reminds young listeners to stand up for
themselves, STINK by Megan McDonald
and narrated by Nancy Cartwright (the voice
of Bart Simpson) will have boys laughing
until the very end. 

HATCHET BY GARY PAULSEN • 978-0-8072-1155-7
After hearing HATCHET by Gary

Paulsen, listeners might ask themselves—
What would it take to bring out the survivor
in me?  For thirteen-year-old Brian, harbor-
ing his mother’s secret in the midst of his
parents’ divorce is the first step. Step Two—
surviving a plane crash that leaves him
stranded in a remote area of Canadian
wilderness.  Step Three—figuring out what
to do next.  Be sure to include learning how
to hunt, find shelter, and avoid animal
attacks, all with the use of two tools—a
hatchet and ingenuity. Gritty details and in
your face action make this story one that 
will resonate with boys long after they finish
listening to the very last word.  The audio-
book includes musical effects which under-
score an air of suspense, mystery and dread.

THE LIGHTNING THIEF 
BY RICK RIORDAN • 978-0-3072-4531-1

An action packed adventure full of
quests, battles, and mysteries awaits listeners
of the entire Percy Jackson and the
Olympians series. Guys will easily identify
with wise-cracking Percy Jackson a 12-year-
old-demigod who struggles to pay attention
in school, but who soon realizes he needs to
recall what he’s learned in class to combat
mythological monsters and Greek Gods.
Guys will delight in these incredible 
adventures and learn some mythology along
the way. 

HEROES OF THE VALLEY 
BY JONATHAN STROUD • 978-0-7393-8222-6

Heroes and the legends of their accom-
plishments fill the head of Halli Sveinsson
who loves to play practical jokes. Halli is very
intelligent but as a result of his pranks he
often ends up in trouble with his parents,
rulers of the House of Svein. When a prank
goes too far Halli sets off on a perilous quest
to make things right.  Full of action, adven-
ture and wonderful storytelling HEROES
OF THE VALLEY will delight any guy.

Hear Rose Brock and Jon Scieszka talk one on one on our exclusive 
Guys Listen CD Sampler—find out why they think 

the titles below are great picks for guys:
Contact BOTmarketing@randomhouse.com 

to request your CD Samplers today!


